of historical amnesia. There is, however, some heartening evidence that the medical lessons learned so painfully in World War II have this time been injected into the medical planning for the present-day battles in Vietnam. This is a remarkable first volume, to which some twenty-two authors contribute; the text is freely interspersed with illustrations, charts and tables and yet is eminently readable.
It is intriguing to note how closely American experiences, developing concepts and conclusions follow those of British wartime psychiatrists; for instance, in their early war years both established the principle of treatment of the psychiatric battle casualty as soon as possible and in as 'forward' a battle zone as was practicable; the initial suspiciousness and resistance to the psychiatric contribution in the early stages is discussed with insight. There is a revealing account in Chapter 8 of psychiatric interview techniques in the selection of inducteesprocedures which result in the very high figure (compared with the British rates) of rejections on psychiatric and allied grounds. A matter (dealt with in Chapter 9) that bedevilled the policy-makers, commanders and psychiatrists alike was that of the disposal of servicemen who became militarily ineffective but did not suffer from any clearcut psychiatric disability; laid bare are the pressures exerted by commanders and others on the medical service to invalid such 'ineffectives'; it also shows how the official medical policy can, under such pressures, swing in contrary directions both to its own discredit and to the confusion of all concerned.
The book should appeal to many psychiatrists in civilian practice and will be of much interest to those who had wartime service experience; it is a 'must' for every young psychiatrist and physician in the armed forces, if for no other reason than that it contains the very excellent last chapter by Colonel Albert Glass on lessons learnt. There has been a real need, for several years, for an up-to-date detailed account of the broad clinical aspects of diabetes, and Dr Malins is to be congratulated on having fulfilled this requirement so admirably.
As the title implies, this is a clinical text for persons concerned with the management of diabetic patients; experimental and biochemical aspects are only briefly discussed when relevant to the clinical theme. The etiology, epidemiology, clinical features, diagnosis, complications and treatment of diabetes are all dealt with serially, along with other miscellaneous topics, including excellent chapters on the diabetic foot and the management of pregnancy in diabetics. The writing throughout is clear and concise, and the format excellent, the use of italicized subheadings making it easy for the reader to find his way to any topic of interest. The recent literature on each subject is extensively quoted, and the text laced with comments and informative tables summarizing the author's and his colleagues' vast experience. Historical aspects are also briefly discussed, and the value of the bibliography at the end of each chapter is enhanced by the inclusion of the titles ofeach publication.
With controversial topics, of which there are many in diabetes, the evidence for and against is fairly stated, and the author is always prepared to state his own views clearly, but not dogmatically. Only when discussing the role of hypophysectomy in the treatment of diabetic retinopathy does the author find himself, through lack of personal experience, stuck on the fence-top. One is hardpressed to fault this book. To carp, as reviewers are expected to, one might say it was surprising to find the increasingly recognized condition of nonketoacidotic diabetic coma dismissed in nine lines, and there was no specific mention, in the chapter on insulin therapy, of the common problem of management of the insulin-requiring diabetic during intercurrent illness. But these are small points in a book which can be wholeheartedly recommended for everyone concerned with clinical management of diabetic patients. Although this symposium took place more than two years ago it is still sufficiently up to date to provide a stimulating and comprehensive account of the recent dramatic advances in our knowledge of gastric secretion. It also provides a springboard for exciting new developments over the whole field, since the 33 papers are grouped under the headings of structure and function; neuroendocrine control; mucus; secretion: stimulation; gastrin; and secretion: inhibition. The following names taken at random from the list of contributors should be sufficient to indicate the quality of most of the articles: W I Card, C F Code, R E Davies, E H Ellison, L R Dragstedt, G B J Glass, R A Gregory, M I Grossman, F Hollander and B Uvniis. Unlike many books of this kind, the discussions that follow some of the articles contain several observations of great interest, especially to those actually engaged in research. Each article has an up-to-date list of references, sometimes supplemented by current articles published since the symposium was held, and there is also a list of current monographs. Although it is mainly concerned with experimental and clinical physiology, the results are related to specific clinical problems, and it will therefore prove of great interest to everybody with an interest in gastroenterology. E As stated by the authors in the preface to this slim volume, it is not intended to be an exhaustive textbook of orthoptics but rather a practical manual. It is obviously based on the authors' extensive clinical experience of the subject and mainly avoids most controversial matter and hypothesis. It is very condensed; the student will find that its apparent brevity will not permit a rapid reading, since scarcely a paragraph can be skipped. On page 36 the authors dispose of convergence insufficiency perhaps rather glibly, preferring to ignore the tendency of considerable ophthalmological opinion to relegate this, when unassociated with heterophoria or refractive error, to the realm of psychosomatic disorder. On page 104, in dealing with the problems of unilateral aphakia, I think the statement that 'amblyopia of the affcted eye can develop very rapidly, particularly in young patients' would be open to question: 'only' should be substituted for 'particularly'. This excellent work, however, is the highly condensed distillate of practical experience and must, at times, by reason of brevity sound dogmatic. In future editions, which I should like to see, I would hope for a slight expansion in places of the underlying reasons, in the interests of clarity for the student. This finely produced compendium on regional malignant disease is obviously the result of combined effort involving immense industry and experience covering a wide field. The excellent print, magnificent illustrations, both photographic and diagrammatic, analyses of results and thorough documentation make it a valuable contribution and work of reference.
To one brought up since the early 1920s on the value of interdisciplinary consultation and determination of the lines of treatment, the foreword and preface are a welcome indication that this is now recognized; for a long time the antagonism between surgery and radiotherapy in America was a most unhappy state of affairs: an additional attribute of a first-class radiotherapist is that he should be a fully competent clinician as well as technician and that the surgeon should be fully cognizant of the techniques of radiation and regional chemotherapy. Only thus are the two disciplines able to give their combined effort on behalf of the patient. While, to the laity, 'cancer' is an understandable nomenclature, to the profession carcinoma means epithelial malignancy only and 'malignant disease', which includes ectodermal, mesoblastic and endothelial origins, might have been a more embracing title. To this end also, a chapter covering the pathology and histology of the whole region might have been a valuable addition, leaving regional allusion to the manifestations in any particular area to the chapters concerned.
